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Curriculum Development for Ideological and Political
Theory Courses in Universities since the Founding of
New China: Evolution and Implication

HAN Zhen-feng, LI Chen-yang
(School of Marxism,Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: For 70 years since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the curriculum develop-
ment for the course of Ideological and Political Theory in universities has experienced several key
development stages, including the period of socialist revolution and construction, the period of reform
and opening-up and modernization, and the new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The 70-
year development of Ideological and Political Theory course in universities in China has left us with the
following inspiration and lessons: Curriculum development must go hand in hand with the Party’s
basic theories and principles and policies; it must take Marxist theoretical system as the core content;
it must highlight the latest achievements of Marxism in China; it must take theory with practice as
the basic principle; and it must adhere to the theoretical quality of keeping pace with the times.These
valuable experiences provide important theoretical and practical enlightenment for the development of
Ideological and Political Theory course in universities in the new era.

Key words: New China; ideological and political theory course; curriculum development; implications
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